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ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES (Give overall description of assignment and specifically state the objectives/accomplishments expected within the assignment timeframe) (Your text can be up to 1300 characters): 

	Development of analytical framework for hospice rate analysis.  

This project would entail developing an analytical framework that can be used to assess the adequacy of the Medicare hospice payment rates.  Medicare hospice payment rates were developed in the early 1908’s based on demonstration data.  Each year those rates have been updated according to a percentage set in the law.  The basic methodology and payment amounts have remained virtually unchanged since that time.  This project would require working with the senior hospice analyst to gain an understanding of the payment methodology and any relevant issues.  Also, it will be necessary to become familiar with the hospice cost report and the claims and HCRIS data that is currently available.  This analytical framework should include recommendations on the number of years to be included in the analysis, methodologies for cleaning the data, basic statistics including trends in the average costs of the basic rate components, and any recommendations for improvements in data collection.  This assignment should take 3 months.  

Participation in the development of the HHPPS refinement regulation

We will begin developing proposed refinements to the home health prospective payment system.  This assignment would involve working with the home health team to analyze refinement research, develop viable policy options based on that research, and prepare white papers on those options.  Also, this assignment would involve preparing early outlines for a draft Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.   


(Please email this form to Liz Rowe at lrowe@psc.gov  or fax to 301-480-3287)







