GROUND RULES
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· Policy Decisions:

THIS IS NOT A POLICY OR CONSENSUS DECISION MAKING VEHICLE.

Although policy can be discussed, this does not guarantee that any changes will be made.  Other formal vehicles will still be used for changing policy.

· Privacy Issues: 

Private groups are available.  An identified forum leader approves membership on an individual basis.  A member list lets you know who can see your comments.

Everyone is able to edit or retract his or her own comments.  This feature can be used if a member wants to post something but doesn’t want it to stay up for any given reason.

Threads are not permanent.  If no new comments have been added in 60 days, the thread will be permanently deleted.  No record of the discussion will remain.

· Nature of the Discussions:

No personal criticism is allowed, but divergent policy perspectives are encouraged.  It is understood that we all do things differently and we each bring strengths and shortcomings to the table.  This is a vehicle for improving our performance and the service to the public and should be seen as a way to seek and give advice as well as for the whole Survey and Certification community to become more consistent in their practices across the country.

· Appropriate Material:

Only appropriate work related material is allowed.  This includes the following.

· An issue to which you want input

· Specific questions to which you want others point of view and/or experience

· Documents for comment

· Newsletters, web links and other publications of interest to the membership

· Forum Leaders:

They must monitor the web site twice a week and be responsible to get appropriate staff to respond to the issues raised.
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